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MARCH 2026 NEWSLETTER 
  

MARCH – THE SEASON OF LENT PREPARING US FOR EASTER 
The entire month of March lies within the liturgical season of Lent, which began 
on Ash Wednesday, February 18, and runs through Holy Thursday, April 2. The 
principal works of Lent are: Fasting and Mortification, Prayers,  Almsgiving, Good 
Works, Education and Self-Denial. This year’s Lenten message from the Holy 
Father Leo XIV reminds us of other things to work on as we prepare for the 
salvation of our souls on Easter: 

Dear friends, let us ask for the grace of a Lent that leads us to greater attentiveness to God and to 
the least among us. Let us ask for the strength that comes from the type of fasting that also extends 
to our use of language, so that hurtful words may diminish and give way to a greater space for the 
voice of others. Let us strive to make our communities places where the cry of those who suffer 
finds welcome, and listening opens paths towards liberation, making us ready and eager to 
contribute to building a civilization of love. 
I impart my heartfelt blessing upon all of you and your Lenten journey. 
From the Vatican, 5 February 2026 {ref:  catholicculture.org} 
  
 

   

THE POPE’S PRAYER MESSAGE for MARCH 2026: For disarmament and peace 
Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and 
that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence. 
 

   

Watch the www.kofc7121.org/calendar for additions and corrections to events that might not 
have been announced in time for publication of this newsletter. Please email your news and 
articles for the next newsletter to kofc7121@gmail.com 
 

 

See the GOOD OF THE ORDER for family members and friends in need of prayers, especially Pat Petrick, 
Josephine Scher, the Buckley family, Nelson Jambard, Latane Donelin, Brittni Tucker, Ed Schneider, Ed 
Rice, Bill Coleman and Marilyn O’Connell. Prayers are also requested for the repose of the souls of 
Maureen Leahy-Rice Brother Don McAllister, and PGK Dan Floryan. Names are added to this list as 
announcements are received.  
 

MARCH BIRTHDAY LIST 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all the Brothers 
celebrating in March, the month that 
“comes in like a lion, out like a lamb”. We 
also celebrate the start of Daylight 
Savings Time on 3/8, “Pi Day” on 3/14, the 
“Ides” on 3/15, the Vernal Equinox occurs 

Friday, March 20, 2026, at 10:46 a.m. EDT, the ethnic 
“holydays” for St. Patrick 3/17 and St. Joseph 3/19. March 
Madness, however, hangs around until April 6. Find a 
Brother on this list and wish him a GREAT HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

https://popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/
http://www.kofc7121.org/calendar
mailto:kofc7121@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UZSc0Qr4fFJVN0clyonhojCmWLnKuiAZ2wbFiUE6HDk/edit?usp=sharing


COUNCIL BUSINESS AND MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please review the draft minutes of the previous meeting for expedited corrections / approval at the 
next business meeting. By using these electronic media files, we are able to simplify business 
meetings and more efficiently conduct informed discussions. 

Click here to view the Final Minutes of the January 22, 2025 meeting 

Click here to view the Draft Minutes of the February 26, 2025 meeting  

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE MOVING TO THIRD THURSDAYS 
As discussed at the January council business meeting, and after investigation of several other possible 
meeting days and times that had minimal conflict, a motion was made at the February 26 meeting to 
change the meeting to the third Thursday of the month, beginning with the Rosary at 7:00, meeting at 
7:30. After more discussion, motion passed. This will be effective with the start of the new fraternal 
year in July 2026. Now to update the bylaws, all the signs, calendars, and change old habits! 
    

 
The Funeral Mass for PGK Dan Floryan was held at the Cathedral Basilica on February 27, with the Color 
Corps and members of Council 611 and 7121 in attendance. 

Services for Don McAllister will be held at St. Anastasia on Friday, March 13 at 9:00 AM. He will be 
interred in the north Columbarium with his wife Rita, who passed away in 2019. The Color Corps has 
been requested by the family.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ekB6UyBJ-opJNVyg--YeLb8A1EMDw4ly/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=110853857063821807549&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17DN7a2P7dKHAvz970oVV8EIbhAQbyJnT/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110853857063821807549&rtpof=true&sd=true


SURE AND BEGORRAH! THE ST. PATRICK’S DINNER/DANCE IS COMING! 

 
That’s no blarney! PGK Tom Kelly has announced that our annual corned beef and cabbage 
extravaganza will be held in Celebration Hall on Saturday March 14, with Irish music and dancing 
provided by Tim Rippey before and after dinner. 
ATTENDANCE WILL BE STRICTLY LIMITED TO 200 TICKETS -that’s all the servings of corned beef 
that will fit in the ovens. Anyone -Irish or not- wishing to help make this a great event is asked 
to contact the Worthy PGK at 404-797-0906 / tom_kelly2232@bellsouth.net 

AND IF ONE EVENING OF IRISH MUSIC IS NOT ENOUGH FOR YOU: 
The next Evening of Dance date is Saturday March 7- a warmup for our St. Patrick’s 
Dinner / Dance on March 14. This is a very lucrative fundraiser for the council. All tips 
and 50/50 proceeds are designated for Special Olympics of Florida. All brothers (and 
their wives) are invited to come on down and help out with the 
light-duty sommelier service. 
Please call Dave Morrison at 815-382-2213 or email him at 
daveamorrison@outlook.com if you can help for an hour or two 
anytime between 5 to 10 pm, then take a break and listen and 
dance to some really good music  

 

MORE THAN A FOOD DRIVE HELPS MEET MORE LOCAL NEEDS  

Bag handout will be held after 
all Masses on the weekend of 
March 14-15 and donation 
collections before all Masses in 
the drive-thru lane Formation 
Center on March 21-22. 
 Deliveries to the food pantries 
are loaded up at 9:30 AM on 
Monday March 23. 
 

CLICK HERE TO FIND OPEN TIME SLOTS AND ADD YOUR NAME TO THE MARCH FOOD 
DRIVE DATE/TIME SIGNUP SHEET 

file:///D:/Newsletters/FY2025-26/tom_kelly2232@bellsouth.net
mailto:daveamorrison@outlook.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_HICVlcikbsWIorZ6axkYrGn2TqX8sWRPihwfsrTx_w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_HICVlcikbsWIorZ6axkYrGn2TqX8sWRPihwfsrTx_w/edit?usp=sharing


FAITH FAMILY FELLOWSHIP FANTASTIC FISH FRY FRIDAYS 
Do you really need twenty people to run a SOLD OUT FISH FRY? No, but it helps. The more hands, the 
better. Record numbers of dinners sold, with plenty of help in the kitchen and in the dining room. 
THANK YOU to all the new volunteers! SPECIAL NOTE: The March 6 fish fry is TAKEOUT ONLY, with 
food service beginning at 4 PM to accommodate the Artisan Fair early birds from 5-7 PM Friday.  

FOUNDERS DAY CELEBRATED ON MARCH 29  
On Oct. 2, 1881, a group of men met in the basement of St. Mary’s 
Church on Hillhouse Avenue in New Haven CN. Called together by their 
29-year-old parish priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, these men 
formed a fraternal society that would one day become the world’s largest 
Catholic family fraternal service organization. 

These men were bound together by the ideal of Christopher Columbus, 
the discoverer of the Americas, the one whose hand brought Christianity 
to the New World. The name “Knights” appealed to the Civil War 
veterans in the group who saw noble principles of knighthood in the 
Order’s protection of the faith, family finances and the civil and religious 
rights of Catholics.  

On March 29 – a day celebrated annually as Knights of Columbus 
Founder’s Day – the Connecticut legislature granted a charter 

establishing the Knights of Columbus as a legal corporation. 
    

TURN IN YOUR FLORIDA KofC CHARITIES RAFFLE BOOKS 
Brothers – If you picked up any of the Florida KofC Charities raffle books 
at any council meeting, PLEASE TURN IT IN to GK Brian Foy along with 
your donation. Suggested donation is $10 per book of 4 tickets. The 
council keeps $4 from each book sold to deposit in the “Donations” 
account, while sending $6 to FLORIDA K of C CHARITIES, INC to support 
the Florida State Council’s Holy Angels Vocation Fund, St. Michael the 

Archangel military chaplain scholarship program, Citizens With Disabilities, Wheelchair Mission, Special 
Olympics, Helping Life Fund, Ultrasound Fund, and Disaster Relief Fund. All books and funds must be 
received before May 10, 2026. 



 



Special Holy Hour of 
Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament for the Relief of 
Suffering every Monday at 1:30 pm 
in the Adoration Chapel. 

Come pray the Holy Rosary and the 
Novena Prayer to the Sacred Heart 
for the Relief of Suffering for all who 
are sick or suffering in our families, in 
our parish and in the world. 
Prayers followed by silent adoration.  

 

 


